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News from WABCG                     October 2019 

Editorial 

This month, WABCG will be present at two 
events.  
 
The first one will be in my country, Brazil, where 
I have been asked to present the activities of 
WABCG during the 19th Datagro Conference on 

Sugar and Ethanol (28-29 
October). It will be my 
honour to explain to the 
entire sugar industry that 
one sector, before the 
others, has been able to 
organize itself at an 
international level. That 
one sector has built, by 
itself, a worldwide think-
tank, and that this sector is 

the grower’s one! I am very proud to do this in 
your name. 
 
The second event at which I have been asked to 
represent WABCG is in El Salvador, where 
Fepcaña, the association of sugarcane growers 
from Central America, is organising a meeting 
regarding their current issues (17-18 October). I 
am looking forward to meeting our colleagues 
from Belize, Nicaragua and Honduras, members 
of our association for years – and I will try to 
convince new countries to join our association! 
 
Next month we will meet once again in London.  
I am looking forward to meeting you there: you 
still have few days to register if it is not done yet!  
 

 

Eduardo Romão, President WABCG 

 

News from Belize 

In Belize, the only English speaking country on 
mainland Central America, sugar cane 
production and sugar exports represent a major 
economic activity that provides significant 
livelihoods to approximately 50,000 individuals 
or fifteen per cent (15%) 
of the country’s 
population. This primary 
agriculture activity also 
contributes significantly 
to the foreign exchange 
earnings of the country 
needed for essential imports of food, medicines, 
fuel and agricultural inputs and machinery 
among other goods.  
 
Sugar cane is cultivated and harvested in the 
northern and central/western regions of Belize. 
This cane is manufactured into sugar, mainly for 
export to the European Union, by two sugar 
factories, namely Belize Sugar Industries Limited 
(BSI), which is owned primarily by American 
Sugar Refining Inc, and Santander Sugar Limited, 
which is owned by shareholders from Spain.  
Some 5,118 cane farmers, the majority of whom 
are small farmers cultivating family plots and 
approximately forty per cent of whom are 
females, cultivate and supply ninety per cent 
(90%) of the sugar cane in the north.  These cane 
farmers are members of three Associations, of 
which the Belize Sugar Cane Farmers’ 
Association is the largest with 3,503 members. 
The cane cultivation and supply structure in the 
west is dominated by Santander sugar cane 
plantations with only a few independent farmers 
providing cane to the mill.  
 
The sugar crop generally runs from December to 
July in Belize. Sugar cane harvesting and milling 
commenced on December 13, 2018, ended on  
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July 14, 2019 and lasted for 214 days in the 
north. In the west this activity commenced on 
February 21, 2019, ended on June 11, 2019, and 
lasted for 111 days. 
 
For the 2018/2019 sugar crop a total record 
amount of 1,765,691 long tons (≈ 1.49 million 
metric ton) of cane were delivered and milled 
producing a record volume of 195,861 long tons 
(≈ 199,000 metric ton) of sugar. Sugar cane 
farmers in the north delivered 1,296,812 long (≈ 
1.32 million metric ton) tons, which produced 
seventy eight per cent (78%) of the record 
volume of sugar, albeit at a lower milling rate of 
275 tons per hour in order to increase sugar 
extraction.  Belize only consumes about 13,000 
tons of sugar, and it is exports the remaining 
balance of its sugar production mainly to the 
European Union (85%) and the United States of 
America (6%). 
 
Despite these records and increased BSI 
investment to improve efficiency and storage 
capacity together with efforts to expand sugar 
exports to the Caribbean countries in the 
Caricom market, sugar cane farmers in the north 
continue to receive a low price of US$ 24.00 per 
ton of cane largely as a result of the end of the 
EU quota system and preferential prices in 
September 2017 and the depressed prices for 
sugar in the world market.  Fortunately, about 
twenty per cent (20%) of the sugar exports 
derived from sugar production in the north is 
sold as Fairtrade sugar. This enables the 
members of the three Associations, who are 
Fairtrade certified, to benefit from a premium of 
US$60 per ton of sugar sold as Fairtrade.   
 
However, sugar cane farmers are still faced with 
significant difficulties as the current financial 
situation limits their capacity to obtain the 
financing they require to maintain and expand 
sugar cane production. To make matters worse, 
the country is experiencing a prolonged severe 

drought, one that it has not experienced in 
several decades. Several domestic and export 
crops are being affected so much so that the 
Prime Minister has declared a state of 
emergency as a result of the drought. The 
specific impact of this climate change on sugar 
cane production in the north, which is rain-fed 
and not irrigated, shows a preliminary damage 
assessment of at least thirty to fifty per cent (30-
50%) of sugar cane production. For the 
2019/2020 crop this is likely to mean a 
significant reduction in cane available to be 
milled resulting in less sugar production and 
exports.  The outlook for cane farmers is 
significant debt restructuring with greater 
indebtedness for critical investments in cane 
replanting and maintenance, and to cover the 
high cost of machinery services, fertilizers, other 
agrochemicals, and fuel.  

 
Nevertheless, our sugar cane farmers have 
proven to be resilient in the face of hardships 
encountered in previous years. Industry 
stakeholders, such as the government, 
international community, financial institutions, 
the millers and the Associations themselves, are 
united and determined to ensure that 
appropriate technical and financial measures 
and resources are put in place to secure the 
future and sustainability of the sugar industry of 
Belize. 
 

Oscar Alonzo, CEO 
Belize Sugarcane Farmers Association (Belize) 
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News from Rhineland Germany  

With a beet area of around 50,000 ha, the 
Rhineland is one of 
Germany’s most 
traditional beet growing 
regions.  
 
The Rhineland is located in 
western Germany and 
normally has favorable 
local conditions for sugar 
beet cultivation. The 
annual precipitation is 
usually between 500 and 900 mm and the 
annual average temperature is 8.5 to 10.5 ° C. 
Most of the beet growing area is flat and has 
fertile loess soil. Beet and sugar yields have 
increased steadily over the past 15 years. The 
five-year average 2013 to 2017 was about 78 t of 
beet per hectare, with a sugar content of 17.5%. 
 
In the last two years, however, extremely dry 
and hot summers characterized the growing 
seasons. Heat and lack of water had a strong 
impact on beet 
yields. In 2018, 
yields dropped by 
around 25% to 62 
t/ha. Even the 
outlook for 2019 is 
not much better at 
this stage. Summer 
temperatures in 
Germany reached 
new heat records 
of more than 40 ° C. 
There had been too 
little rain by the 
end of September. 
High sugar contents could not compensate for 
the low beet quantity.  
 

Another challenge for Rhenish and German 
sugar beet growers was the ban on seed 
treatment with neonicotinoids. In 2019 beet 
growers had to monitor the aphid infestation in 
the spring and had to apply insecticides when 
the damage threshold was exceeded. 
Nevertheless, this autumn there are a few 
yellow spots in beet fields as a result of beet 
yellows virus. German beet growers are 
disadvantaged compared to many European 
colleagues who are allowed to use seed treated 
with neonicotinoids because of national 
emergency authorisations. 
 
Rhineland beet growers are also concerned 
about the situation on the European and world 
sugar market. Prices are currently at a low level. 
In combination with low yields, this results in 
low revenues. For the new contracts, minimum 
prices were therefore agreed between the beet 
growers’ association and the sugar industry. 
Growers have the choice between a beet 
payment depending on the selling price of sugar 
and a safety net system with a fixed beet price. 
 
The Rhenish beet growers look to the future 
with a mixture of confidence and skepticism. 
More than ever, high beet yield will be the basis 
for sustainably maintaining beet growing in the 
Rhineland. High yields and sustainable growing 
systems will be central challenges for the 
growers.  
 
Agricultural policy has the duty to ensure a level 
playing field. 
 
 

Dr. Peter Kasten, Managing Director 
Rhineland Beet Growers’ Association, Germany 
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NEWS FROM ESWATINI  

The first stick of cane was planted in Eswatini (then 
Swaziland) in about 1958. In the past 60 years the 
industry has grown to 57,420 Ha from which 
6,197,753 tonnes of cane were harvested in the 
2018 campaign. That is equivalent to 746,981 
tonnes of sugar produced.  
 
A notable development over the years has been 
the growing participation of independent growers 
(not owned by mills), especially smallholder 
growers (less than 50 ha). Of the sugar produced 
in 2018 independent growers (not owned by mills) 
contributed 49% (large scale 17%, medium scale 
6% and small scale 26%), the rest contributed by 
miller owned estates. The emerging cane growers 
have so far realised verifiable tangible benefits 
from the commercialization of their agriculture 
with sugarcane as an anchor crop. 
 
Eswatini independent growers (out growers) 
currently derive their income exclusively from the 
sucrose delivered to the mills. If these growers are 
not empowered to participate in and equitably 
benefit from cane product diversification and 
value addition then the gains of the past are 
extremely vulnerable to erosion. It is to the 
interest of all stakeholders to create a more 
enabling environment for the survival of these key 
players in the industry. Progress in this regard is 
slow at best and stifled at worst. An aggressive 
drive towards a significant paradigm shift in 
attitudes and practices remains the key strategic 
assignment for the burdened Eswatini growers.  
 
The price of sucrose paid to sugarcane farmers is 
increasingly fluctuating in extreme cycles mainly 
driven by world market forces. With progressive 
globalization of markets, the price fluctuations are 
likely to get worse. It is therefore important for the 
industry to aggressively pursue sustainability 
through timely response to consumer preferences, 
cost efficiency and diversification of products from 
a stick of cane, while protecting the sustainability 

of sugar production. The Eswatini industry is a 
relatively pristine territory in this regard. Some 
amount of power is generated from milling of cane 
but so far this is mainly for internal use. Ethanol is 
produced but mainly for chemical and table 
consumptive use while the country imports large 
volumes of petroleum products. The demand for 
biodegradable paper cups, plates and bags is 
increasing and these have been made from 
sugarcane flower. The industry at large and 
growers in particular are 
working with other 
stakeholders to implement 
sustainability strategies. 
For instance, five grower 
formations are Fairtrade 
certified. The Eswatini 
Cane Growers Association 
is a member of Bonsucro.  
 
The Eswatini cane 
production industry is 100% dependent on 
irrigation and by extension electricity. Therefore, 
generation of electricity from sugarcane is an 
opportunity that is dependent on infantile or still 
emerging enabling policy framework. At present 
independent growers’ participation in power 
generation from cane biomass is limited. On 
another hand four members of the ECGA have 
installed semi-commercial to commercial sized 
solar plants to generate power for irrigation thus 
reducing reliance on largely imported (80%) 
electricity. 
 
The Eswatini cane growing community is part of an 
emerging strategic partnership with key 
stakeholders such as millers and Government to 
create an enabling environment for product 
diversification from sugarcane.  Eswatini Growers 
are cognizant of some degree of commitment but 
tangible policy and legislative outcomes are still at 
formative stages. 
 

Dr. Sipho V. Nkambule, CEO 
Eswatini Cane Growers Association, Eswatini (ex-Swaziland) 
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News from Sudan 

On July 2019, The Kenana Sugar Company (Sudan’s 
largest sugar producer) signed a Tripartite 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees “UNHCR – Sudan” and the Commissioner 
for Refugees of the government of Sudan; to 
establish a collaborative partnership to introduce 
and promote the use of ethanol as green cooking 

fuel to replace 
firewood in 
South Sudanese 
Refugee camps 
in the White 
Nile State and 

surrounding 
areas.  
The Objective is 
to reduce the 
dependency of 
the refugees on 
fuel wood for 
cooking to 

conserve the surrounding environment and 
natural resources of the host country, as they 
depend completely on firewood for cooking and 
home construction. The green fuel will be accessed 
and purchased as a normal commodity by the 
refugees and the surrounding host community in 
White Nile state with the aim to replicate the same 
to other states in Sudan. The undergoing pilot 
project will supported and supplied 1,000 families 
with green cooking fuel and stoves, through the 
distribution of 800 stoves 
for the South Sudan 
Refugees and 200 stoves 
for the surrounding host 
community, for the 
period of two years 
covering 2019 to 2021. 
  
The role of Kenana is the provision of ethanol with 
different determined concentrations to be used as 
a clean energy for the ethanol stoves, Provide 
training and awareness programs for targeted 

Refugees and others 
on use and safe 
handling of the green 
cooking fuel, Design 
and manufacture 
ethanol stoves locally 

at Kenana Equipment and manufacturing unit 
(KEM) at a reasonable cost so as to avoid the 
import of stoves after the successful 
implementation of the pilot phase.  
 
In another context, the second year of the rectified 
production plan adopted by the company was very 
successful adding additional 8 thousand metric 
tonnes of sugar in crop 2018/2019 (November- 
April) this in regards to the same period last year. 
Sudan’s total sugar production pointed at 0.548 
mln tonnes from which 57 % of kenana factory.  
The company now approaching the 41st crop on 
next November; expecting high productivity 
depended on the introduction of New Commercial 
varieties of (TUC 75-3 and R 579) along with 
outstanding old one of C.O 997. The major 
characteristics of the new varieties are of high 
cane yield, high sugar content, good ratoonability 
and erect at harvest. 
 

 
 
Kenana Engineering and Technical Services (KETS) 
- an international consultancy firm and leading 
agro-industry consultant in Sudan; has just 
completed the entire feasibility Study of proposed 
Wadi Kaya Sugar Project (WKSP) in the area of Um 
Labbasa which is part of Kabum locality in South 
Darfur state. The crop is assumed to be cultivated 
on an area of about 3,000 feddans (1,260 hectares) 
to satisfy two small factories each of a capacity of 
500 TCD per day. Total cane production is 
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estimated at 135,000 tons of cane and 14,850 tons 
of sugar. 
The Project will be based on the production 
relationship between local tenants and miller. Of 
relevance here, it is important to mention that in 
Sudan; the vast majority of cane is grown on mill - 
owned estates, meaning that, in most cases the 
sugar production process is fully integrated from 
field to factory. Only one mill, Guneid, has 
independent farmers delivering cane to the mill. 
There are approximately 2,500 farmers delivering 
cane to the mill, with an average farm size of 15 
feddans (6.3 hectares). Farmers are paid using a 
revenue-sharing formula under which they receive 
approximately 60-65% of the revenue generated 
from sugar sales, Wadi Kaya will be identical.  
 

 
           Topographic Map for Wadi Kaya Aquifer 
 
 
 

Elmothana Elagraa, Senior Researcher, Marketing 
Research & International Relations,  

Kenana Sugar Company Limited, Sudan 
(Associated member at WABCG)   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Save the dates! 
 

WABCG/ISO Consultation 
25 November 2019 

London, United Kingdom  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WABCG Council 2020 
3-5 June 2020 

Munich, Germany  
Arrival on Tuesday June 2nd on the 

evening, conferences on 3rd and 4th of 
June, and technical visit on Friday, 5th of 

June. 
 
 

Contact us for more 
information! 

 


